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il CAUSE OF THE TROJAN WAR

. Troy was among the greatest cities in the ancient world. It was surrounded by
mighty walls, so huge they were considered impenetrable. One of the Trojan princes
who lived in the city was called Paris.

One day Paris travelled to Greece to meet the king, Menelaus, and Helen, his wife,
who was undoubtedly the most beautiful woman he had ever set eyes on.
Instantly Paris fell deeply in love with her; so deeply that he secretly asked her to
go back to Troy and live with him there, for ever. Initially Helen would not hear of
it, but eventually Paris persuaded her, and they secretly eloped while Menelaus
was away from the country.

It is not difficult to imagine the king’s bewilderment and anger when he returned.
He sent his messenger to ask the Trojans to ensure the immediate return of Helen
to Greece, but when the Trojans refused he brought together his best ships and
bravest soldiers under the command of Agamemnon, his brother. It was thus that
the Trojan War started. :

PR GREEKN HHERO ACHHTLLES

Legend has it that one of the great Greek heroes who fought in the Trojan War was
" Achilles, a half-god, being the son of Zeus, the Greeks’ most important god.

When he was a baby, Achilles’ mother had dipped him in the magic waters of
the Styx River. This meant every part of his body was thus protected from harm,

except the heel by which his mother had held him when she dangled him in
the waters. To give him extra power and strength his mother fed him on lion
meat and the marrow from' bears’ bones. So it was that Achilles grew to become
a strong, powerful soldier who could fight any battle, and without fear of ever
being wounded!

One such battle led to the death of Paris’s younger brother, Hector, but eventually
Paris brought his revenge. One day, when Achilles was kneeling at prayer in

the Temple of Apollo, Paris crept in and shot a poisoned arrow into his heel, killin
the hitherto invincible hero. To this day, people talk of someone’s Achilles’ heel,
meaning his or her weak point. .

-

THE TROJAN HORSE

The brave warriors on both sides continued to fight and to die. Neither side
seemed to be getting the upper hand in the conflict. In desperation, the Greek
hero Odysseus devised a plan. They would build a huge wooden statue of a horse
and leave it as a religious offering. Out of sight of the Trojans, they constructed
the huge wooden horse, but unbeknown to the Trojans a large number of Greek
warriors hid inside the hollow statue. Then the Greeks made a great issue about
gathering together all their troops, boarding the ships and sailing away from Troy.

Delighted with the apparent retreat of their enemy, the Trojans opened the gates
and flocked out of their city. As they were celebrating they came across the horse.
Intrigued, they poked it and tapped it, and then found Sinon, a Greek soldier
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