Grange Community Junior School

Headteacher: Paola Burgess
Wren Way,
Farnborough,
Hants, GU14 8TA
Telephone/Fax: 01252 542196
E-mail: adminoffice@grange.hants.sch.uk
www.grange.hants.sch.uk

Welcome to
our school.
Dear Parents/Carers
We would like to welcome you and your family to Grange
Community Junior School. During their time here, your
children will receive a broad and balanced education.
We aim to provide a rich, stimulating experience for our
children, enabling them to develop socially, academically and
spiritually. Everyone is encouraged to take an active role in
the life of the school and to learn the value of co-operation
and care.
At Grange Juniors we hope to create an atmosphere
where standards are achieved in all areas of school life. We
aim to establish a firm foundation of attitudes, skills and
understanding which will give our pupils the basis to succeed
at secondary school and in their adult lives.
The school governors and staff look forward to working
with you, as believe that strong parental support and
understanding are vital for any school community.

Paola Burgess
Headteacher
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About the school
Grange Junior School is a two form entry Hampshire Junior
school, which is located near to Farnborough Grange
Nursery and infant school.
Our school has 8 classrooms, a studio (used as an additional
classroom), a music room, library, children’s kitchen/art room
and school hall.
The classrooms are situated with 4 in two separate wings,
with toilets between the rooms.
The studio and library are situated in the middle of the
school, with the music room and children kitchen/art room
located in a separate annex building.
We have an attractive outside environment compromising
of two playgrounds, one with an adventure course, wooded
picnic area and bright ground markings. The other with
sports court markings and a picnic area. There is also a large
playing field, a nature trail, sensory garden and school garden.
Grange Community Junior School takes pupils from age 7-11
and is controlled by Hampshire Local Authority. The school
admissions number is 60 pupils a year.
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“To succeed in life and
learning. Taking into
account lifelong learning
opportunities and their
economic well-being.”

“To provide a strong
foundation on which to
build to enable them to
achieve in Secondary
School and beyond.”

Our Aims

School day

Vision statement
“our vision is to create a school community in which
children participate, excel and are proud of their
achievements”

Morning session 8.45 - 11.55am
Afternoon session 12.50 - 3.15pm

Our strapline is
“where everyone counts”
Our mission is
We enable everyone to participate by:
•
Providing a welcoming, safe, happy school where
everyone is valued and respected
•
Providing a broad and creative curriculum which
reflects local circumstances
•
Being part of the local community and
working in partnership with parents and
the wider community
We enable everyone to excel by:
•
•
•
•

Having high expectations of what everyone
can achieve
Enabling children to become confident and 		
successful learners
Striving for the highest possible standards of 		
achievement and behaviour for all
Providing excellent teachers and quality 		
leadership

We enable everyone to be proud of the achievements by:
•
•
•

Encouraging everyone to do their very best
Encouraging positive relationships across
the school
Valuing the successes of everyone

The school site opens at 8.30am
The school office is open 8.30am-4.30pm

Partnership with
parents
Parents, grandparents and friends are very warmly welcomed
at Grange Community Junior School.
We greatly value the support of parents and seek every
opportunity to work in partnership with all our families.
Keeping parents informed about school news as well as
their child’s progress and achievements is a key part of our
commitment. This is achieved through a range of ways, for
example curriculum workshops, school events and Parents’
Evenings. A report is sent out once a year. Parents are also
welcome to make an appointment to see their child’s teacher
at any time.
Help in hearing reading, cooking, computer studies, art work,
sewing are all an important part of our partnership with
parents and we will always be pleased to see you! We are
constantly on the look out for parents to improve our library
service by helping children choose a book or simply tidying
up bookshelves and watering plants. Please let the school
office know if you think you can help. Kindly note that all
helpers are required by the LA to undertake a CRB check.
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Our Curriculum

Physical
Education

The School Curriculum consists of all those activities
designed or encouraged within the school to promote the
intellectual, personal, social, moral and physical development
of our children. Children will learn though experience in
all areas with elements of aesthetic, creative, human and
social knowledge, linguistic and mathematical concepts
incorporating moral, physical, scientific, spiritual and
technological attitudes.

Sport also features highly at Grange Juniors, both as part of
the PE curriculum but also through clubs, fixtures and our daily
Activate sessions. Children are taught games, including football,
cricket, netball, rounders, rugby, gymnastics, dance, athletics,
outdoor and adventurous activities and swimming.

In line with all schools in the State Sector, the school
provides a basic education consisting of the National
Curriculum and religious education. The core subjects
are Mathematics, English, Science, and Information
Communications Technology (I.C.T.). Religious Education
(R.E) forms part of the basic curriculum.

Enhancing our
curriculum

The foundation subjects are History, Geography, Design
Technology, Music, Art and Physical Education (P.E.). Much
of our work is theme based and includes all the National
Curriculum core and foundation subjects.
At Grange Juniors, all children learn a modern foreign
language. Music is taught by a specialist teacher and
many children have additional lessons with The
Hampshire Music Service.
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) is an integral
part of our curriculum and through activities such as drama,
discussion and circle time children learn the skills to help
them make positive choices about their lives.
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We aim to provide children with varied, exciting and “handson” learning experiences and, as part of this, we are pleased
to offer a range of visits, visitors and school based activities
throughout the year. We regard educational visits as a vital
part of children’s education, as they often form an integral
part of the work being undertaken by the children in school.
Our senior pupils also have the opportunity to spend some
time away from home on a team building and adventurous
pursuit’s residential visit.
Parents are requested to make financial contribution towards
visits and visitors, however, if insufficient parents contribute,
the trips cannot take place.
The Charging policy is available from the school office
upon request.

Library
Our library is at the heart of our school. The library stock is
continually updated to include new and popular titles.
We use a computerised library system. Children are
encouraged to be involved in both reading and using the
library by becoming school librarians or visiting the library
independently when it is open.

Religious
Education
Our RE curriculum encourages pupils to adopt a reflective
approach through their study of living faiths. We aim to develop
the children’s understanding of some of the central issues,
questions and experiences which have played a major role in the
spiritual life of humankind. We follow the Hampshire scheme for
RE called ‘Living Differences’. You are entitled to withdraw your
child from Religious Education. If you wish to do so, please inform
the Headteacher in writing. If you choose to withdraw your child
they will be supervised elsewhere in the school.

Collective worship
Assemblies are an opportunity for the school to join together
as a community and to reaffirm its corporate identity. Part of
our assembly is an act of Collective Worship. It is an opportunity
to explore values and attitudes that underpin the foundations
of religion in general and Christianity in particular. We regularly
have visiting clergy to lead assemblies. On the day when the
children are not taking part in a whole school assembly, a
collective act of worship takes place in the classroom. You are
entitled to withdraw your child from Collective Worship. If
you wish to do so, please inform the Headteacher in writing.
If you choose to withdraw your child they will be supervised
elsewhere in the school.

Sex Education
Sex Education is included within a carefully planned
programme, taking account of the children’s age and needs.
The Governing Body of the school are responsible for deciding
policy regarding Sex and Relationship Education. Our school
policy for Sex and Relationship Education follows guidelines
issued by Hampshire County Council, a copy of which is
available for parents to see in school.

Homework
All children are members of the school library and may
take library books home. Regular reading at home is very
important to every child. All classes are set homework on a
regular basis. This is usually connected to their topic. Children
are also required to practise their multiplication tables and
spellings at home weekly. We hope that parents will help and
support their children with homework. The main purpose of
homework is to enhance the children’s learning and in the long
term help them become used to the discipline of homework
in preparation for secondary school.
The recommended time allocation from the DfES and in
consultation with all stakeholders is:
Year 3 – 1 1/2 hours a week
Year 4 – 1 1/2 hours a week
Year 5 – 2 1/2 hours a week
Year 6 – 2 1/2 hours a week
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PTA (Parent Teacher
Association)
The Association is open to parents of current pupils
of the school and exists to foster and encourage
interest in, and support of the school and all the
children in general. Functions and activities vary and
parents are notified of the details. There is a wide
variety, e.g. Christmas Fair, Summer Fair, children’s
discos. Income from functions is used to buy
equipment, subsidise trips and generally benefit the
children in the school, so please come along to all
the events organised.

Special
Educational Needs
A number of children experience some form of learning
barrier during their school life. Children may have a variety
of Special Educational Needs and we are committed
to a programme of early identification. Once needs are
identified, they are recorded on the SEN register and
children having special needs, with or without statements,
will be supported in a number of ways. They may be
taught individually, within small groups or supported
within the class by a Teaching Assistant. We also take
recommendations from a number of specialists who advise
school. We believe firmly that every child should have the
opportunity to reach his/her potential and will make every
effort to provide appropriate support for individuals.
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Gifted and talented
The school is also committed to meeting the needs
of able pupils and those who demonstrate a
particular talent. This is achieved through planning
opportunities within and beyond the curriculum
which challenge children’s thinking and enable them
to extend their learning skills.

A sense of belonging
We want our children to be proud of their school and
to feel a genuine sense of belonging. We encourage
children to take part in decision making and trust them
with positions of responsibility throughout their time at
school. Children may be involved in such posts as Librarian,
Corridor Monitor, Assembly monitor, School Council Rep.
During the week we share children’s successes and the
many positive contributions that they make to our school
and the wider community.
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Lost property

We believe that looking smart and tidy is an essential
part of growing up.

Any loss must be reported immediately to the appropriate
class teacher. Unclaimed property is centralised in a grey box in
the music room and advertised periodically within the school.
While we will try our best to find any lost property we cannot
accept responsibility for property that may be lost.

Uniform:
Sweatshirt/Cardigan Royal blue with school Logo
Polo shirt White
Trousers/skirt Dark grey/black
Shoes Black sensible shoes
Socks White or grey
Summer dresses Light blue gingham
PE kit:
White T shirt
Black shorts
Black jogging bottoms in winter
Outdoor trainers

All personal clothes and property must be clearly marked
with the owner’s name. All long hair must be tied back.
Jewellery is not permitted except for a watch and small
stud earrings. We accept no responsibility for lost
jewellery items.

Money and valuables
In general, the school cannot accept responsibility for the safety
of sums of money or objects of value that parents may allow
their children to bring to school. Sums of money for visits,
school journeys, etc. should be named and must be paid to the
appropriate member of staff during registration. Children should
not bring toys and valuable possessions into school.

School Meals
Children may bring in a packed lunch or choose from a
hot dinner mad on the premises; selecting which meal
they would like from he published menu each morning.
Arrangements can be made for special dietary requirements
on request. Dinner money is paid in advance online
or by cheque or cash. Packed lunches should provide a
healthy balanced meal including two of the children’s 5 a
day. Children may bring a fruit snack for morning break or
purchase a healthy snack from the school kitchen.
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Absence and
sickness

Medicines in
school

If a child is absent from school for any reason, parents are
required to inform the school on the first day of absence.
We also ask that all non-emergency medical and dental
appointments are made outside of school hours.

The school will administer medicines during the day once
parents have completed the relevant consent forms. These
are available from the school office.

Children should not be absent from school to accompany
parents on any holidays during term time. Head teachers
are not allowed to grant leave of absence.

Behaviour

Severe weather
procedures

The system is based around our four “Golden Rules”:

School will close if 50% or more of our teaching staff
are unable to make the journey to school due to
dangerous road conditions. It may also close if there is a
total breakdown of the heating system, frozen pipes, etc.
Details will be broadcast on local radio stations and on
our school website.

At Grange Juniors we believe in a positive approach to
behaviour management. We use encouragement and reward for
good behaviour and a clear, consistent and shared approach for
addressing unacceptable behaviour.

1. Listen to adults carefully.
2. Follow instructions.
3. Always be polite: no name-calling, teasing
or swearing.
4. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.
Unacceptable behaviour is never overlooked. As a last resort a
persistently disruptive child might have to be excluded for the
benefit of others. Full details of the County Inclusion Procedure
can be obtained from the school office.

Medical matters
We want to provide our children with the highest level of
care and to help this all parents are asked to complete an
annual medical form and to update the school throughout
the year if necessary. If a child is too unwell to remain at
school parents are contacted and therefore it is essential
that we have all emergency contact details. We also have
a policy of notifying parents if their child bumps their head
although minor bumps and grazes will be dealt with in
school without a telephone call home.
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Vehicle Access
In the interest of children’s safety, we ask parents not to drop off,
pick up or park within the school gates. This applies to all drivers
except Disabled Blue Badge holders, staff and visitors. Children
and families are encouraged to walk to school.

“Children play
music from around
the world and
are encouraged
to write their own
parts from a chord
sequence chart.”

The Grange Community Junior School
Wren Way
Farnborough
Hampshire
GU14 8TA
Telephone/Fax: 01252 542196
www.grange.hants.sch.uk

