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Aims
Our school aims to: 

· Have robust, clear processes in place for charging and remissions 

· Clearly set out the types of activity that can be charged for and when charges will and will not be made

· Offer a range of activities and visits whilst minimising the financial barriers that may prevent some pupils from taking full advantage of these opportunities

      Values 

The seven school values underpin the learning and social behaviours that we expect all members of our school community to demonstrate. The values written in gold are the school’s gold threads which permeate all aspects of school life.
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Introduction

This charging and remissions policy complies with statutory requirements, has regard to the Authority's policy statements on charging and is reviewed on a regular basis. The Governing Body recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities makes towards the children’s personal and social development eg local trips, visitors, trips to museums and residential experiences. The Governing Body aims to promote and provide such activities as part of a broad and balanced curriculum for the children. Furthermore, we believe that all our children should have an equal opportunity to benefit from school activities and visits (curricular and extra-curricular) independent of their parents’ financial means.
Definitions 

 
Charge: a fee payable for specifically defined activities

 
Remission: the cancellation of a charge which would normally be payable

Roles and responsibilities

The governing board has overall responsibility for approving the charging and remissions policy, but can delegate this to, an individual governor or the headteacher.

The governing board also has overall responsibility for monitoring the implementation of this policy.

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring staff are familiar with the charging and remissions policy, and that it is being applied consistently.

Staff are responsible for: 

· Implementing the charging and remissions policy consistently 

· Notifying the headteacher of any specific circumstances that they are unsure about or where they are not certain if the policy applies.

Activities without charge
No charge can be made for admitting pupils to maintained schools. Education provided during school hours (the time when school is actually in session, not including the break in the middle of the school day) and any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum must be free. The exception to this rule is for additional individual or group music tuition.

There will be no charge for the following activities:

· education provided wholly or mostly during school hours. This includes the supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment.
· education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination which the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of religious education;

· instrumental and vocal music tuition which is part of the National Curriculum;

Voluntary Contributions 
When organising school activities mainly in school hours that are not part of the National Curriculum but enrich the education experience of the children, the school will invite parents to contribute to the cost of the activity.

The level of contribution will be decided by the Headteacher or their delegated officer and is designed to cover the cost of the activity.

These contributions are necessary to fund the activity but are voluntary, as the school cannot make contributions mandatory.

If the school does not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, the school may contribute towards an activity through the use of school funds, but reserves the right to cancel the activity.

If the activity goes ahead, it will include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. In these circumstances, the school would not treat these children differently from any others.

Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded and the school will provide this information on request.

Chargeable Activities 

The school may make a charge where it offers additional after school activities, for example, netball, football or drama coaching where qualified coaches run and organise these sessions. Parents will be advised of costs for activities out of school hours prior to the activity taking place.
The school may recover the full costs of the following activities but charges will not exceed actual cost:

· educational or other activities provided wholly or mainly outside school hours which are not:

(a) part of the National Curriculum;

(b) part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination which the pupil is being prepared for at school;

(c) part of religious education.

· board and lodgings on residential visits (subject to remission arrangements).

· cost of entering a pupil for a public examination not prescribed in regulations, and for the cost of preparing a pupil for that examination outside school hours.

· provision of instrumental and vocal tuition, which takes place during the school day and which has been requested by parents/carers.

· day care facilities

In this school, the most significant chargeable activities are residential trips.
Residential Activities

If the school organises a residential activity in school time, or mainly school time, which meets the requirements of the syllabus for a public examination, is part of the National Curriculum or religious education the school will not charge for the education or travel. A charge will, however, be made to cover the costs of board and lodging.

For residential activities taking place which are also out of school time, the school will charge for the hiring

of trained staff for specialist activities in addition to board and lodgings. Parents who receive certain state benefits or pupils may be exempt from board and lodgings charges.

Charges
Extended day services

There will be a charge for extended services such as breakfast club, after school club and supervised homework sessions. 

Optional extras

There will be a charge for optional extras, such as, materials, books, instruments, cost of building accommodations, non-teaching staff for any additional activities e.g. Revision books for SATs 

Hire of Premises

All lettings of premises will be charged on an individual basis as agreed by the governing body, taking into account the needs of the community.
Examination Entries

There will be no charge for prescribed public examination entries except where a pupil without good reason, fails to complete the course requirements and/or to take the examination
Damages or Breakages
The governors maintain the right to recover the full cost of any damage to and/or loss of school property or equipment from the parents of children involved. The initial decision to seek recovery of costs shall be at the discretion of the Headteacher, having due regard to the circumstances of the loss or damage.

In any matter of dispute arising over interpretation, the DfES and the County Council regulations

currently in use will guide the Governors.
Remissions Policy

Charges for other 'chargeable activities' may also be fully or partly remitted. Details of any remission arrangements will be made clear when parents are informed of charges for individual activities. In these situations, or where the parents of a child are unable to meet any of the charges, they can apply in confidence to the headteacher for the remission of charges. The decision on remission of charges in part or full remains with the headteacher.
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